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CHAIRPERSON’S REMARKS 
 
As I approach the end of my second 
term of office as Chairperson I have 
to say that whilst I’ve had quite an 
eventful two years it has been, for the 
most part, very enjoyable. 
 
My report last year highlighted the  
flooding suffered in June 2009 as a 
‘local disaster’.  This major upset has 
continued to dominate throughout the 
year.  However, I am pleased to 
report that following Rotherham 
Borough Council’s success in 
obtaining a DEFRA grant to carry out 
flood prevention works in the parish, 
these works were eventually 
commenced in October last year. 
 
Lodge Lane Recreation Ground was 
the first site to undergo works.  This 
was followed during the early part of 
the year with Austen Park, Aughton 
Road and Hepworth Drive.  All the 
work that has taken place was  
organised by RMBC Drainage Team 
funded with the Government grant.  
This will hopefully prevent any 
repeat of the problems encountered in 
2009 and previously in 2007. 
 
In October the Parish Council held a 
civic reception to welcome pupils 
from Makunduchi Secondary school 
in Zanzibar, Tanzania.  The school 
has a long standing partnership with 

Aston Comprehensive School and 
2010 marked the 20th anniversary of 
this partnership and also the 
centenary of Makunduchi School.  
The guests were welcomed at the 
Parish Hall with refreshments along 
with a brass band.  It gave me great 
pleasure to present a plaque and gifts 
on behalf of the community as a 
memento of their visit. 
 
More recently the Parish Council 
agreed to the provision of a War 
Memorial in the parish to be sited 
adjacent to the Reading Room 
(subject to planning approval).  
Thanks go to the Working Party 
responsible for investigating the 
project. 
 
The severe weather conditions that 
hit us at the end of 2010 had a drastic 
effect on our parishioners.  Thanks 
go to our staff for their handling of 
the problems raised by parishioners 
regarding snow clearing and gritting.  
This work is the responsibility of 
RMBC and not the Parish Council.  
We do not have the resources to carry 
out road and pavement gritting. 
 
However, prior to the severe weather 
the Parish Council had agreed at its 
November meeting to the provision 
of 7 grit bins to supplement those 
provided by RMBC.  This proved 
very helpful to those sites covered, 

therefore, following representation it 
was agreed at the budget meeting in 
January to provide an additional 7 for 
next winter.   
 
Having agreed that, it has to be said 
that the Parish Council cannot just 
site grit bins wherever it chooses. 
Licences to cover each site have to be 
obtained from RMBC Highways. 
 
The Carnival held at Lodge Lane 
Recreation Ground in August 2010 
was a great success.  Credit is due to 
the Carnival Committee who put in a 
lot of hard work to make it happen.  I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the Committee on behalf of the 
community for their efforts in 
making it possible. 
 
The usual recreational competitions 
sponsored by the Parish Council were 
held during the year.  These annual 
events once again included fishing, 
cricket and football all of which 
attracted a substantial interest. 
 
We are continuously trying to 
improve the Christmas decorations 
around the Parish.  Last Christmas 
we saw a return of the Nativity 
Display at the junction of Worksop 
and Mansfield Road, Swallownest, 
which replaced the one vandalised 
several years ago. 
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The one sited at Birdcage Walk was  
again the venue for the annual 
blessing organised by ‘Aston 
Churches Together’.  Along with the 
decorated trees across the whole 
Parish these Nativity Displays helped 
provided a very festive look to the 
area.  Thanks go to our employees 
who worked hard in the ‘Arctic’ 
conditions to ensure the provision of 
the displays. 
 
Once again the Bonfire and 
Fireworks Display was a great 
success and very well supported by 
parishioners.  This was a very 
enjoyable event  by all and may I say 
well done to all concerned. 
 
During the year the Parish Council  
awarded grants to 19 groups or 
organisations to assist them in 
continuing with their activities or in 
3 instances to kick-start the activities 
of a new group.  Also we continued 
funding places at Aughton Early 
Years Centre along with places at 
Swallownest Pre-School both to 
offer support and assistance to some 
less fortunate local families. 
 
The Parish Council also provided 
limited funding to assist the running 

of the Swallownest Community 
Association; the provision of a 
building which provides a facility for 
pre-school, recreation and leisure-
time activities for the local 
community. 
 
Also, during the year the Parish 
Council was consulted on 114 
planning applications.  In the 
interests of the community some 
applications were opposed which 
resulted in several being refused by 
the Planning Board.   
 
The William Layne Reading Room 
continues to be used by several 
organisations on a regular basis.  Our 
thanks go to the ‘Friends Group’ 
who have put on monthly Saturday 
lunches for the last 5 years the 
proceeds of which go to charitable 
groups.   
 
The Parish Youth Council has 
continued to meet on a monthly basis 
with enthusiastic regular members. 
   
The Parish Natter, the Parish 
Council’s quarterly newsletter, is still 
very popular with parishioners.  It 
provides information about the 
Council and its activities and other 
items of interest. Complementary 
comments from the public are 

regularly received with many 
indicating they look forward to  the 
next issue. 
 
Parish Council Surgeries have 
continued throughout the year on a 
monthly basis.  These have provided 
opportunity for parishioners to have 
face to face dialog with Councillors 
and have been well received.  
 
Finally, I have to mention that this 
year saw the departure of long 
serving Parish  Councillor, Mrs Jane 
Austen. Jane has moved out of the 
Parish and did not be take part in the 
recent elections.  On behalf of the 
Parish Council may I convey to her 
our best wishes for the future. 
 
Your Parish Council is here for you 
the Community and through all its 
activities aims to help residents enjoy 
an improved quality of life. 
 
In closing, I must thank all my 
fellow Councillors, especially my 
Vice Chairperson for his assistance 
and support, and the Clerk, his 
Assistant and all other staff for the 
effort in supporting me during this 
term of office. 
 
Thank you 
Cllr Chris Robinson 

     
 
THE WAY YOUR COUNCIL WORKS 
 
All Parish Councillors sit on the Full Parish Council and all 15 members sit on one or more of the committees outlined below. 
 
There are 3 main Committees with 8 members on each.   
 
The General Purposes Committee takes on responsibility for 2 burial grounds; Parish Hall improvements and maintenance; grants to local 
organisations; activities for unwaged and OAP’s and items pertaining to general administration. 
 
The Recreation and Open Spaces Committee takes on responsibility for 6 recreation grounds/parks (including play areas and football pitches); 
bowling green; allotments and garage sites; plus bonfire; competitions; Christmas decorations and the floral displays across the Parish. 
 

                                                                                              
           
            
 
 
 
 
 
            Cllr Mrs Pat Wade                                        Cllr Gerald Smith               Cllr Mrs Hilda Jack  
Chairperson – General Purposes            Chairperson – Recreation & Open Spaces          Chairperson – Finance & Employment 
                                                          
The Finance and Employment Committee is responsible for all aspects of finance including ongoing monitoring of expenditure and overview 
of Audit requirements, plus all employment related issues including pay, conditions of service and training etc. 
 
In addition to the 3 main Committees there are two specialist committees.   The Young People’s Committee which is responsible for the 
research and development of  youth provision in the Parish including the Youth Council and the William Layne Reading Room Committee 
which is responsible for overseeing the general operation of the Reading Room. 
 
Also, there is a Newsletter Editorial Group and the Parish Plan Steering Committee. 
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SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS (Unaudited)  
Y/E 31 MARCH 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       
 

Notes 
  
Income includes fees and Expenditure includes General Administration  
charges from:-   plus Service Provision which includes:- 
 
- Burials   - Burial Grounds 
- Football Pitches  - Recreation Grounds  
- Allotment/Garage Sites - Allotments/Garage Si tes 
- Bowling Green    - Bowling Green 
- Reading Room       - Floral Displays  
          - Parish Hall 
          - Competitions 
          - Xmas Decorations 
          - Grants to local organisations 
    - Reading Room 
 
Where the money came from  ............................... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
............................ ............ and where the money was spent 
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INCOME  EXPENDITURE  
 £  £ 
Precept 221000 Administration 22492 
Grants 550 Employees 118829 
Fees & Charges 28826 Capital Schemes/Assets 5580 
Investment Income 577 Other Service Prov. Costs 102327 
  Ongoing Projects 1725 
 ______  ______ 
 250953  250953 

Representatives on 
Outside Bodies 

 
Members of the Parish Council sit 
on various organisations on behalf 
of the Parish Council to represent 
the Community.  Below is a list of 
Organisations and the member(s) 
involved:- 
 
Aston-cum-Aughton Recreational 
Charity – Cllr Armitage 
 
Penny Hill Wind Farm Liaison – 
Cllr Robinson 
 
Aston Charities – Cllrs Mrs 
Bartholomew and Mrs Jack  
 
RMBC and Town and Parish 
Councils Joint Working Group – 
Cllr Mrs Wade  
 
Rother Valley West Area Assembly 
Co-Ordinating Group –  
Cllr Mrs Windle 
 
Yorkshire Local Councils 
Associations – Cllrs Armitage and 
Mrs Wade 
 
In addition to the above, many 
members are school governors at 
one or more of the schools in the 
Parish. 
 
Ten members are also appointed 
as trustees on the Parish Hall 
Management Committee which 
operates as a Registered Charity 
and receives funding from the 
Parish Council. 
 




